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HOUSE BI LL 2153

St ate of WAshi ngt on 60t h Legi sl ature 2007 Regul ar Session

By Representatives Eddy, Hunter, Flannigan, Hudgins, Schual-Berke,
Hasegawa, Mbeller, O nsby and Morrel

Read first time 02/12/2007. Referred to Conmmttee on Technol ogy,
Ener gy & Conmuni cati ons.

AN ACT Relating to identification docunents; adding a new section
to chapter 19.192 RCW <creating a new section; and prescribing
penal ties.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

NEW SECTION. Sec. 1. The legislature finds that:

(1) The right to privacy is a personal and fundanental right
protected by Article 1, section 7 of the state Constitution. Al |
i ndi vi dual s have a right of privacy in information pertaining to them

(2) Washington state recognizes the inportance of protecting the
confidentiality and privacy of an individual's personal information
contained in identification docunents such as driver's |licenses.

(3) Machi ne-readable features found on driver's |licenses and ot her
simlar identification docunents are intended to facilitate
verification of identity, not to facilitate collection of personal
information about individuals, nor to facilitate the creation of
private data bases of transactional information associated with those
i ndi vi dual s.

(4) Easy access to the information found on driver's |licenses and
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other simlar identification docunents facilitates the crine of
identity theft, a crinme that is a major concern in Washi ngton

(5) Use of machine-readable features on identification docunents
for purposes other than verification of identity constitutes an
unreasonable infringement of privacy and is an wunfair business
practice.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 2. A new section is added to chapter 19.192 RCW
to read as foll ows:

(1) For purposes of this section:

(a) "El ectronical ly" means relating to technology having
electrical, digital, magnetic, wreless, optical, electromagnetic, or
simlar capabilities.

(b) "ldentification docunent” mneans any docunent issued by a
governnmental entity containing personal information that an individual
uses alone or in conjunction with other information to establish his or

her identity. | dentification docunents include, but are not limted
to, the foll ow ng:

(i) Drivers' licenses or identicards;

(i) | dentification cards for gover nnent al enpl oyees or
contractors;

(rit) I dentification cards issued by public educational
i nstitutions;

(1v) Benefit cards I ssued I n conj unction W th any

gover nnent - supported aid program

(v) Licenses, certificates, registration, or other simlar
docunents issued by the departnent of |icensing or necessary to engage
in a regul ated busi ness or profession; and

(vi) Library cards issued by any public library.

(c) "Personal information" includes any of the follow ng: An
i ndi vidual's nane, address, tel ephone nunber, e-mail address, date of
birth, race, religion, ethnicity, nationality, photograph, fingerprint
or other bionetric image of the individual, social security nunber, or
any ot her unique personal identifier or nunber.

(2) A nongovernnental entity may only electronically read an
individual's identification docunent to verify the authenticity of the
docunent or verify the individual's age or identity.
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(3) Wen a nongovernnental entity electronically reads an
identification docunent for one of the purposes permtted in subsection
(2) of this section, the entity may not store, sell, or share personal
information collected fromthe identification docunment without witten
consent of the individual.

(4) A business may only verify a consuner's age when providing an
age-restricted good or service or for which there is a discount based
on the consuner's age. A business may only verify the consuner's
identity when the consuner pays wth a method other than cash or
returns an item A business may not deny a consunmer or prospective
consuner a good or service when the consuner or prospective consuner
exercises the right wunder this section not to allow his or her
identification docunent to be read electronically for other purposes or
exercises the right not to all ow storage, sale, or sharing of persona
information. Any waiver of a provision of this section is contrary to
public policy and is void and unenforceabl e.

(5) In addition to any other renedy provided by |law, an individual
whose personal information is read, stored, shared, sold, or otherw se
used in violation of this section may bring an action to recover actual
damages or one thousand dollars, whichever is greater, and equitable
relief, if available. A court shall award a prevailing individua
reasonable costs and attorneys' fees. If a court finds that a
violation of this section was wllful or knowing, the court may
i ncrease the anmount of the award to no nore than three tinmes the anount
ot herw se avail abl e.

--- END ---
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